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Literature summary of the Herpetofauna 
of the Hamilton Study Area 


There is some prehistoric informa¬ 
tion on the herpetofauna of the Hamil¬ 
ton Study area (HSA) that is quite 
interesting (Karrow 1987). Fossils of 
supposed Iroquois age (12,000 years 
ago), were found on the Westdale Plain 
behind the Hamilton (Lake Iroquois) 
Bar. The list of fossils found included 
Bufo sp., Bullfrog, Blue Racer, Black 
Rat Snake, Timber Rattlesnake and 
Sistrurus sp. The occurrence of the large 
snakes is interesting, especially the Blue 
Racer. 

In historic times, the earliest refer¬ 
ences to Hamilton Study Area (HSA) 
herpetofauna are about snakes, espe¬ 
cially rattlesnakes. The journal of Rene 
de Brehart de Galinee, who was part of 
La Salle’s expedition in September 1669 
(Charlton 1884), contains a good de¬ 
scription of rattlesnakes, observed in the 
vicinity of the Harbour, which clearly 
indicates Timber Rattlesnakes (Logier 
1939). Over 100 years later, there was 
another reference to rattlesnakes. Mrs, 
John Graves Simcoe kept a diary of her 
stay in Upper Canada from 1792-96 


(Robertson 1911), and in one interesting 
passage, she remarked on the abundance 
of rattlesnakes near Hamilton Harbour. 
In the Illustrated Historical Atlas of the 
County of Wentworth (Page & Smith 
1875), there are a few casual references 
to rattlesnake encounters during the late 
1700’s and early 1800’s. A possible 
reference to the Black Rat Snake was 
from Charles Fothergill’s natural history 
journal (pre-1837), where Fothergill 
wrote about a "7 1/2 foot" black snake 
that was killed near the "head of the 
lake" (Black 1934). In J.H. Garnier’s 
"List of the Reptilia of Ontario" (1881), 
there is only one reference to the 
Hamilton area, that being a Timber 
Rattlesnake that Gamier had seen on 
the Escarpment, "a few miles east of 
Hamilton". 

In the late 1800’s and early 1900’s, 
William Yates wrote several small 
natural history articles relating to the 
wildlife of the Hamilton area. Most 
prominent were anecdotal accounts of 
the snakes of old Lincoln County (1889) 
and accounts of our native turtles (1906). 
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Other accounts gave first spring 
occurrence dates for a few spe¬ 
cies. 

Other early references to 
herpetofauna come from: Nash 
(1908), who reported observing 
Spiny Softshells at the head of 
Lake Ontario: Patch (1925), who 
mentioned some specimens of 
the Map Turtle collected at 
Hamilton Harbour; Logier 
(1925), who reported two sight¬ 
ings of the Spiny Softshell at 
Hamilton; and LeRay (1928), 
who reported the collection of a 
Queen Snake at Whiteman's 
Creek (Jackman's Creek), al¬ 
though this was probably outside 
of the HSA by a few km. 

Mills (1948) produced a 
lightly annotated checklist of the 
reptiles and amphibians of 
Canada. There are only a few 
references to the Hamilton area 
although all are noteworthy, in¬ 
cluding Musk Turtle (Stinkpot), 
Spiny Softshell, Blanding’s Turtle, 
and unlikely reports of Two-lined 
Salamander and Butler’s Garter 
Snake. 

The first list of herpetofauna 
for any region within the HSA 
was by Brown (1928). Brown 
produced an annotated list of the 
22 species of herpetofauna that 
he had observed in Hamilton and 
district. This list was far from 
complete, however, as there were 
several species in the area that 
were absent from his list. None¬ 
theless, the annotations are inter¬ 
esting and a few species were 
recorded that are quite rare 


today. A few years later a small 
book appeared on the herp¬ 
etofauna of Peel County entitled 
From Amphibians to Reptiles 
(Bull 1938). This book was 
basically life history information 
for each species that occurred in 
Peel. However, several specific 
County localities are listed for 
each species and most of the 
localities given were from wit hin 
the HSA. Interesting records 
included Ringneck Snake and 
Smooth Green Rattlesnakes from 
pioneer days. 

Martin (1950) provided an 
annotated list of the herpeto¬ 
fauna of Wentworth County. 
This list was more complete than 
Brown’s (1928) list as it discussed 
26 extant species for the area and 
mentioned the former occurrence 
of rattlesnakes. However, this 
list was still incomplete as the 
Spiny Softshell, Ribbon Snake 
and four-toed Salamander were 
omitted. Warren (1950) reported 
on the fauna of the Royal Botan¬ 
ical Gardens region. Warren 
discussed all of the herpetofauna 
of occurrence, listing 28 species, 
including the Spiny Softshell and 
the Ribbon Snake which had 
been omitted by Brown (1928) 
and Martin (1950). 

Palermo (1969) published an 
annotated list of the herpeto¬ 
fauna of Peel County. This list 
made no reference to the previ¬ 
ous report by Bull (1938), as it 
only discussed recent occur¬ 
rences. Many of the references 
were to locations outside of the 
HSA although there were several 


references to the Credit River 
within the HSA. 

A list of the herpetofauna of 
Wellington County appeared in 
South Wellington Environmen¬ 
tally Sensitive Areas Study (Ea¬ 
gles et al, 1976). Although most 
of Wellington County is outside 
of the HSA, almost all of this 
report pertains to Puslinch Twp 
which is largely within the HSA. 
The report acknowledged that 
very little field work was carried 
out on the herpetofauna of the 
County, and the list provided was 
largely based on records provided 
by C.A. Campbell. Nonetheless, 
there is some useful information 
here. 

An unannotated list of the 
herpetofauna of 
Hamilton-Wentworth region ap¬ 
peared in a report entitled 
Hamilton-Wentworth Reg ion 
Environmentally Sensitive Areas 
Study (Ecologistics 1976). This 
list attempted to summarize all 
existing literature information 
and included museum records 
and information gleaned from 
local naturalists. However, the 
list contains several unlikely 
species, and being unannotated, 
there is no reference to the 
source of most of the records. 
This list introduced so many 
questionable, undocumented 
records that it really should be 
disregarded. A companion 
report based on field research in 
the summer of 1976 listed few 
herpetofaunal sightings, although 
a Blanding’s Turtle was reported 
from the Spencer Creek water- 
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shed (Wormington 1976). 

A report on the environmen¬ 
tally sensitive areas of Halton 
Region provided very little 
herpetofaunal information for 
each site (EEAC 1978). Most 
sites had no information. Of the 
information that is available, 
several of the records are uncon¬ 
firmed. 

An annotated list of the 
herpetofauna of Brant County 
appeared in a report entitled 
Environmentally Sensitive Areas 
of Brant Countv (Eagles 1980). 
Although the western half of 
Brant County is outside of the 
HSA, the records of rare species 
are provided with a UTM so that 
the exact location can be deter¬ 
mined. The list provided a 
substantial amount of useful 
information although a few of the 
records are questionable. 

A grid based survey of the 
herpetofauna of Waterloo Region 
was undertaken from 1976-81 
(Francis & Campbell 1983). This 
survey project was the model for 
the HHA project. The southeast¬ 
ern part of the Waterloo atlas 
area overlaps with the HSA, and 
a total of 102 two Km squares 
are contained within this area of 
overlap. The maps provided by 
Francis and Campbell (1983) 
clearly show which records are 
within the HSA, if the boundaries 
of the HSA are superimposed. 
In the area of overlap, there were 
several records of rare to uncom¬ 
mon species. For example, 
Jefferson/"Silvery" Salamander 


was found in five squares, 
Four-toed Salamander was 
discovered in one new square, 
the Pickerel Frog was found in 19 
squares, the Ribbon Snake was 
found in 14 squares, the Queen 
Snake was found in three 
squares, and the Blanding’s 
Turtle was found in three 
squares. The results of the 
Waterloo atlas showed that a grid 
based survey of herpetofauna was 
indeed feasible. 

Another report of the herp¬ 
etofauna of the Hamilton Region 
was published in 1985 in the 
Wood Duck (Mackenzie 1985). 
This report did not add much 
new information, although it 
discussed the triploid "Silvery 
Salamander" in the Dundas 
Valley. However, this article was 
not intended to be comprehen¬ 
sive. Its intended purpose was to 
be a guide for visitors to the 1985 
Federation of Ontario Naturalists 
conference in Hamilton. None¬ 
theless, there were many interest¬ 
ing tidbits about the natural 
history and local occurrences of 
the various species in the Region. 

An inventory of the herpeto¬ 
fauna of Haldimand-Norfolk was 
part of the Natural Areas Inven¬ 
tory (NAI) of that Region 
(1985-86) (Gartshore 1987). The 
final report was fairly compre¬ 
hensive, giving relatively precise 
locations for the rarer species, 
such that occurrences within the 
HSA could be extracted. How¬ 
ever, all of the records of that 
inventory were included within 


the data base of the Ontario 
Herpetofaunal Summary (OHS) 
and thus the location of every 
record has been published 
(Oldham 1988, Oldham & Weller 
1989). 

Since the mid-1960’s, there 
have been a number of reports 
based on biological inventories of 
various natural areas within the 
HSA. Clayson & Whiting (1965) 
reported on the biological fea¬ 
tures of Valens C.A. 
(Flamborough). Their list of 
herpetofauna was very short 
although it did include the Pick¬ 
erel Frog which is still found 
there. A survey of the herpeto¬ 
fauna of Bronte Creek Provincial 
Park (Oakville) was conducted 
over nine days in the spring and 
summer of 1973 (Campbell 
1973). This survey listed 18 
species of reptiles and amphibi¬ 
ans, including Wood Turtle and 
Ringneck Snake. Additionally, 
another eight species were listed 
as possible, although a few of 
these were very unlikely to occur. 
Gartshore (1974) produced a list 
of the herpetofauna of 
AuchinburnFarm, Dundas Valley 
and included rare species such as 
Ringneck Snake and Ribbon 
Snake. © 

The above is re-printed from The 
Reptiles and Amphibians of the 
Hamilton Area by Bill Lamond 
and The Hamilton Naturalists’ 
Club 1994. 

Part II will appear in the 
September issue of the WOOD 
DUCK. 
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Recent Changes to the AOU 
Checklist 

By Rob Dobos 

The recent publication of the 
"39th Supplement to the Ameri¬ 
can Ornithologists’ Union (AOU) 
Checklist of North American 
Birds" in the July 1993 edition of 
The Auk includes a few changes 
of interest to local birders. 

Two changes affect species on 
the "Checklist of the Birds of the 
Hamilton Area". Green-backed 
Heron changes back to its former 
common name, Green Heron 
(.Butorides virescens), due to a 
split from the South American 
form, now called Striated Hero; 
Lesser Golden-Plover is now spin 
into two species, American 
Golden-Plover ( Pluvialis domi- 
nica) and Pacific Golden-Plover 
(. P. fulva). American Golden- 
Plover is the form commonly 
found as a migrant in Ontario. 
Pacific Golden-Plover has not yet 
been recorded in Ontario, how¬ 
ever, it will now likely be sought 
after by shorebird enthusiasts. 

For birders who travel wider 
in Canada and North America, 
two other changes will also be of 
interest. Black-shouldered Kite 
reverts to its former common 
name of White-tailed Kite due to 
a taxonomic split from the Old 
World species. Rosy Finch has 
been re-split into three species, 
Gray-crowned Rosy Finch (Leu- 
costicte tephn >tis), Brown-cap¬ 
ped Rosy Fin L. australis ), and 
Black Rosy i jich (L. atrata). 
The first two forms have appar¬ 


ently been recorded in Ontario. 

It is expected that the AOU 
will publish a totally new check¬ 
list in 1994 which may include 
some very dramatic changes to 
the sequence and composition of 
the families of birds. We will 
update you on these changes 
once they occur. © 


A Walk in the Rain 

By Lois Evans 

A drizzly Sunday morning in 
mid-May...a belated breakfast...a 
second cup of tea...a 
longer-than-usual perusal of 
Saturday’s newspaper. What to 
do now? There is always house¬ 
work. But May is for watching 
birds, for looking at wildflowers, 
for digging in the garden, for 
restoring one’s faith in the exis¬ 
tence of a Master Plan. 

As I wander restlessly from 
window to window, a Catbird 
bops across the yard. Although 
these used to nest in my garden I 
have not seen one there for 
several years. This gives rise to 
the thought that there just might 
be some birds about after the 
warm sunny weather of the 
previous day. So, donning rubber 
boots and raincoat, I go and 
stand in the garden. Let me 
explain that I live on the east 
side of Gage Park in the centre 
of Hamilton and over the years 
have been able to build up a 
considerable list of yard and park 
birds (which even includes 


Whip-poor-^will!) 

But apart from the usual 
Robins, House Finches. Cardinals 
and Mourning Doves, there is 
nothing, not even the 
White-throated Sparrows which 
had been singing from dawn to 
dusk for the past three weeks. 
However, I decide to take a walk 
into the park anyway; I can at 
least enjoy the trees just bursting 
into leaf. I am pleased that more 
of them are now being labelled, 
the result of a suggestion I made 
to park personnel a couple of 
years ago. 

I follow my usual route up 
the fenceline along the eastern 
edge of the park. Glancing into 
my own yard I see a couple of 
White-crowned Sparrows. Two 
houses further south, I see a 
thrush on the ground From the 
rear I think it might be a 
Swainson’s but when it turns, the 
lighter markings on the breast 
confirm Veery. An Ovenbird 
disappears into the leaf litter. 

As I approach the Central 
Avenue entrance, I see move¬ 
ment in an old Maple tree. A 
raising of my binoculars produces 
my first Cape May Warbler of 
the season, (despite three trips to 
Long Point in the past two 
weeks). From Cape May the 
glasses swing to Chest¬ 
nut-sided.Magnolia.Black- 

throated Blue...a foraging flock! 
The activity spills over into the 
large Copper Beech behind 
me —American Redstart, 
Bay-breasted Tennessee. A 
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chance to recharge the auditory 
memory band as many are sing¬ 
ing. Rain is certainly no reason 
to stay indoors and one doesn’t 
have to go to Pelee or Rondeau 
or even Long Point to see war¬ 
blers in the spring. 

The drizzle increases to 
downpour and after literally 
standing in one spot for 45 
minutes, I reluctantly tear myself 
away and make for home glowing 
in the satisfaction of seeing eight 
species of warblers in the dis¬ 
tance of a city block and reflect¬ 


ing on the thought that a study of 
nature raises more questions than 
answers, did the birds "know" 
that heavy rain would continue to 
fall for the next several hours, 
hence the feeding frenzy? 

Postscript 

A return to the park after the 
rain ended in the late afternoon 
revealed a still-high level of bird 
activity. In addition to most of 
the species already noted in the 
early morning, Yellow, Yel- 
low-rumped and Blackpoll 
warblers, Swainson’s Thrush and 


Least Flycatcher were added. 
But the bird of the day was found 
standing in a puddle under a 
Corkscrew Willow —a 
Green-backed Heron! # 



Hamilton Christmas Bird Count 1993 

, By Mark Jennings 

Hamilton, Ontario: 43 16 N, 79°5ZW as described 1972, center at junction of York and Dundurn Sts. Dec 26, 4 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. 
Temp: -21.4°C (-6 F) to-13.7°C (7°F). Wind West 25-67 Km/hr (16-42 mph). Snow cover 10 cm (4 inches), still water frozen, moving 
water partly open. A.M. cloudy. P.M. partly dear. Observers: 37 in field in 22 parties (non-owling) plus 4 at feeders (5 hours); 7 
hours and 85 miles owling. Total Party-hours: 134; party-miles: 523; 78 hours and 67 miles on foot, 56 hours and 450 miles by car. 

Great Blue Heron 2; Tundra Swan 121 (high); Mute Swan 26; Brant (CW); Snow Goose (CW); Canada Goose 4989 (high); 
Green-winged Teal 1; Black Duck 203 (low); Mallard 1511; Northern Pintail 28; Northern Shoveler 4; Gadwall 65; Canvasback 75 
(high); Redhead 2 Ring-necked Duck 1; Tufted Duck 1: Greater Scaup 2494 (high); Lesser Scaup 803; Oldsquaw 3; Black Scoter 2 
White-winged Scoter 1; Common Goldeneye 1143 (high); Bufflehead 247; Hooded Merganser 11; Common Merganser 305; 
Red-breasted Merganser 22; Bald Eagle 1 ad.; Northern Harrier 4; Sharp-shinned Hawk 2 Cooper’s Hawk 3; Northern Goshawk 
(CW); Red-tailed Hawk 52; Rough-legged Hawk 4; American Kestrel 12; Merlin 1; Ring-necked Pheasant 1; Ruffed Grouse 1 (low); 
Ring-billed Gull 729; Herring Gull 982; Iceland Gull 5 (high); Glaucous Gull 22; Great Black-backed Gull 128; Rock Dove 776; 
Mourning Dove 332; E. Screech Owl 10; Great Homed Owl (CW); Snowy Owl 3; Belted Kingfisher 3 (low); Red-bellied Woodpecker 
2 Downy Woodpecker 86; Hairy Woodpecker 30; Northern Flicker 2 (low); Pileated Woodpecker 4; Horned Lark 16; Blue Jay 156; 
Crow 1446; Black-capped Chickadee 875; Red-breasted Nuthatch 10; White-breasted Nuthatch 82; Brown Creeper 10; Carolina Wren 
(CW); Winter Wren 13; Golden-crowned Kinglet 48; American Robin 7 (low); Northern Mockingbird 5; Cedar Waxwing 303; Northern 
Shrike 1; European Starling 38,945; Northern Cardinal 304; American Tree Sparrow 464; Song Sparrow 18 (low); Swamp Sparrow 
10; White-throated Sparrow 4 (low); White-crowned Sparrow 1; Dark-eyed Junco 622; Snow Bunting 13; Brown-headed Cowbird 12; 
Pine Grosbeak 8; House Finch 554 (low); Common Redpoll 369; Hoary Redpoll 1: American Goldfinch 163; House Sparrow 1452. 

Introduced Species: Whooper Swan 1; Trumpeter Swan 8. 

Totals: Species 78. Individuals 61,176. 

Observers: David Agro, Clive Baugh, Hazel Broker, Bill Cannon, John Carson, Jerry Chappie, Nina Chappie, Michael Clark, George 
Coker, Ted Cole, Jim Cram, Bill Crins, Robert Curry, Floyd Peiter, Robert Dinniwell, Ted Dinniwell, Lois Evans, Denys Gardiner, 
Gary Hanna, Bev Hettrick, Bill Lamond, Rich Ludkin, Bruce Macintosh, Brian McHattie, Kevin McLaughlin, Greg Meek, Sue Meek, 
John Miles, Minnie Odenkirchen, Rose Peterson, David Plummer, Ron Ridout, Bill Smith, Ian Smith, Rick Snider, Bob Stamp, Mike 
Street, Sam Tabone, Robert Waldhuber, Brian Wylie. 

Compiled by: Mark Jennings, ® 
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President's Column 

By John Stniger 

The Environmentalists of the 
Year Awards has been held each 
year for the past fourteen years, 
to honour individuals and groups 
who have made a significant 
contribution to the protection 
and promotion of the environ¬ 
ment in the Regional Municipal¬ 
ity of Hamilton-Wentworth. An 
independent committee of judges 
determines the recipients of the 
awards. This year the Dr. Victor 
Cecilioni Award for the Environ¬ 
mentalist of the Year for 1993 
will be awarded to Ben 
Vanderbrug. As the general 
manager of the Hamilton Region 
Conservation Authority he has 
worked for the preservation of 
the natural environment and the 
enhancement of public access to 
natural areas. Included in his 
list of achievements is his selfless 
volunteer activity in the field of 
international environmental 
management and protection, and 
his courageous battle to protect 
the Red Hill Valley. 

Two Awards of Merit will be 
presented to people who have 
expressed their concern for the 
environment in our community in 
a most visible manner. 

Dr. Keith Rodgers will re¬ 
ceive an Award of Merit for 
coordinating the Hamilton 
Harbour Remedial Action Plan 
for the past seven years. He has 
been responsible for leading the 
remedial efforts and activities of 
all stakeholders in the Hamilton 


Harbour watershed. Dr. Rodgers 
combined his exceptional diplo¬ 
matic skills and his broad knowl¬ 
edge of scientific and social 
issues to implement radical 
changes to the environmental 
quality of Hamilton Harbour. 

An Award of Merit will be 
given to the Wentworth Environ¬ 
mental Farm Plan Committee 
and the Wentworth Land Stew¬ 
ardship Committee for improving 
the environment in the agricul¬ 
tural sector by promoting aware¬ 
ness of environmental issues. 

The Dinner will also feature 
the presentation of the first Bay 
Area Restoration Council award 
for outstanding contribution to 
the implementation of the 
Hamilton Harbour Remedial 
Action Plan. The first recipient 
is the Parks Division of the 
Hamilton Public Works Depart¬ 
ment for development of Pier 4 
and Harbourffont Park. 

In addition, the Hamilton 
Region Conservation Authority 
will present Youth Awards for 
environmental leadership. 

The Awards dinner is co¬ 
sponsored by the Conserver 
Society of Hamilton and District, 
the Hamilton-Wentworth Non- 
Smokers’ Rights Association, the 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, the 
Hamilton Region Conservation 
Authority, the Bay Area Restora¬ 
tion Council, and the Mountain 
Chapter of Canada Trust’s 
Friends of the Environment 
Foundation. 


The 15th Annual Environ¬ 
mentalists of the Year Awards 
Dinner will be held on Wednes¬ 
day, June 8, 1994 at the Hillcrest 
Restaurant in Hamilton. The 
refreshment time will commence 
at 6:00 P.M. and dinner will be 
served at 6:45 P.M. 

Help celebrate Environment 
Week in Canada by attending 
the awards dinner and meeting 
other local environmentalists in 
the region of Hamilton- 
Wentworth. Tickets cost $25.00 
per person and tables for eight 
may be reserved. The HNC will 
be reserving a couple of tables. 
For additional information on the 
Awards Dinner please call John 
Struger at 547-5116. Tickets are 
also available at Chapman Books 
in Dundas, Different Drummer 
Book Store in Burlington, and 
the Broadway Theatre in Hamil¬ 
ton. 

If you are thinking of partici¬ 
pating in the Walkathon, come 
on out and join in the fun on 
June 4th. If you would like to 
sponsor someone (like me) on 
Team Hamilton, please fill out 
the form you recently received 
and mail in your donation. 
Money given to the walkathon is 
considered a charitable donation 
and is tax deductible. Donations 
to the walkathon and the Gen¬ 
eral Sanctuary, and Conservation 
Funds are always appreciated and 
help give this club a strong finan¬ 
cial foundation for future end¬ 
eavours. 
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I would like to announce that 
the HNC 75th anniversary sweat¬ 
shirt is ready and will be avail¬ 
able at the June Pot Luck Dinner 
meeting and at our September 
meeting. The design is an osprey 
feeding on a fish from a tree 
overlooking Cootes Paradise. It 
was designed by our very own 
Barry Cherriere. The sweatshirts 
will be available in forest green 
and white with grey flecks for 
$25.00. We also have available 
an anniversary pin for $5.00 and 
the Herpetofaunal Atlas for 
$20.00. The funds obtained from 
the sale of these items help to 
generate new HNC projects. 

On behalf of the HNC execu¬ 
tive please have an enjoyable 
summer spreading the word 
about your club and bringing 
along a friend to one of our 
many spring and summer outings. 
See you in September. « 


An Exciting New Display 

By Roslynne Price 

The HNC has a beautiful new 
display unit ready for viewing and 
use at local shows, events and 
fairs. Our former display was 
getting worn, with torn and faded 
photos, discoloured materialsand 
dated information. It was in 
need of a face-lift. 

With this in mind and with 
the executive committee’s bless¬ 
ing, I set out to form a commit¬ 
tee to buy and design a new, 


exciting display unit to advertise 
our club. The new unit is lighter 
and easier to set up than the 
older one. 

We will use the display to tell 
people about our club. We want 
the public to learn more about all 
the fantastic work that our 
members get involved with and 
the fun activities that we all 
enjoy. 

As well, we want to use the 
display to inform our own club 
members, new and long-standing, 
as to just what activities our 
various committees and individ¬ 
ual members are actively pursu¬ 
ing. This information could be 
invaluable to all members who 
want to get involved in projects 
of their own choice and passion. 

At each monthly meeting, we 
are planning to highlight a differ¬ 
ent aspect of the club. For 
example: the excellent work of 
our members involved with our 
Sanctuary, Conservation, Walka- 
thon and Education committees, 
as well as details of our nature 
and environmental publications, 
such as The Wood Duck newslet¬ 
ter, Herpetofaunal Atlas, Natural 
Areas Inventory, and a new 
Citizen’s Guide, (coming soon). 
We’re open to suggestions and if 
your committee wants to feature 
a special event or issue — let us 
know. 

The display committee has 
been working hard since Febru¬ 
ary to pull together lots of terrific 
ideas, fantastic photos and beau¬ 
tiful artwork. We hope all our 


members will be proud of the 
new display and enjoy looking at 
it as much as we have enjoyed 
developing it. 

I want to formally thank all 
the members that made our 
current display extraordinarily 
beautiful, colourful and informa¬ 
tive! 

The Display committee: 
Betty Blashill, John 
Fischer, Lyn Hanna- 
Folkes and Lyn 
MacIntyre 

The photographers: Pierre 
Arnold, Betty Blashill, Barry 
Cherriere, Alan and 
Madeleine Ernst, Lois 
Evans, Lyn Hanna-Folkes 
and Margaret Walton 

The artists: Trevor Camp, T. 
Wylie and Brad Lindsay 

The Sanctuary Map: Lisa 
Hampson 

The typesetter: Betty Blashill 

The Walkathon Committee 
and the Executive Committee: 
for paying the bills! 

Thanks to ali of you for a 
superb job — together we made 
it happen!!! Look for the new 
display at our monthly meetings, 
starting in September. 


Welcome New Members 

The HNC extends a warm 
welcome to the following new 
members who have joined the 
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Club since January. 

B.K. (Aff) Afghan 
Ruth E. Ahrens 
John Bak 

Ken and Dorothy Bennett 
Ms Jane Blankstein 
Michael W. Driscoll 
Alan Ernest 
Michael Fischer 
Diana and Anthony Gorman 
Deborah Heriowick 
Michael King 
Janice A. Locke 
Katherine Macleod 
George and Miriam Neale 
Frank Palm 

Mrs. Donna H. Sergeant 
April Severin 

Dr. George Sweeny and Family 
Wendy vanden Hoek 
Cynthia Young 


Herp Atlas Now Available! 

The Reptiles and Amphibians 
of the Hamilton Area 


An ttSTOOCM .vo ni QLsaii or 

Tut Hamilton Hiepitoiaunai. Atias 



$20.00 - At meetings or order from 68 151 Gateshead Cres. 


Stoney Creek. Ont L8G 3W1. Phone (905) 664-8796 - 180 pp. 



We're Thinking Young!! 


By Roslynne Price 

The HNC would like to 
attract more teenagers and young 
adults into our club. Over the 
years we have had various groups 
for teens. At present we have a 
Junior Nats club for 5 to 12 year 
old children but we offer little for 
teens and young adults to pro¬ 
mote nature and environmental 
education with them. At this 
time we would like to invite all 
members who might be inter¬ 
ested, to brainstorm with us on 
how to make this happen. 
Preliminary ideas could be: 

1) Dedicate a section of the 
Wood Duck newsletter to discuss 
issues that teens and young adults 
might be interested in. 

2) Help facilitate a young 
adult nature and environment 
club, run for kids by kids, possi¬ 
bly with a little help from some 
of our expert members to teach 
them various aspects of nature 
and the environment, such as 
plant, bird, insect and herptile 
identification, the importance of 
sanctuaries and varied habitats to 
preserve and promote a healthy 
environment, etc... 

3) Organize a forum for local 
school environmental clubs to get 
together and share information 
and perhaps work together on a 
larger locally significant project. 


Of course, we need lots of 
ideas from you, our members, as 
well as from interested teens and 
young adults. Start jotting down 
your suggestions, talk to teens 
and young adults to get their 
ideas and come join our team 
this summer to get the ball roll¬ 
ing!!! If you're interested in this 
exciting project please call me 
and leave a message at 
905-681-2276. 


Wednesday Evening Walks 

June, July and August 

As in the past, all walks start at 
6:30 p.m. and families are wel¬ 
come. Bring along your curiosity 
and sense of adventure. We also 
recommend that you wear com¬ 
fortable walking shoes or rubber 
boots, and have on hand binocu¬ 
lars, field guides and insect 
repellent. 

June 8 Hopkins Tract-botany 

Meet at ork Rd Parking lot, 
RBG, Dundas. 

Leader: Dean Guglar 528-7169. 

June 15 Birds of the Dundas 
Valley 

Meet at the Ancaster Swimming 
Pool. 

Leader: Bob Curry 648-6895. 

June 22 Birds and Plants of 
Beverly Swamp 

Meet at parking lot on 8th Cone, 
between Valens and Middletown 
Rd., Flamborough 
Leader: Bruce Duncan and Janet 
Snaith 519-622-4709. 
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The Wood Duck 


June 1994 


June 29 Lakeshore Stroll 

Meet at S.W. corner of Appleby 
Mall parking lot, Burlington. 
Leader: Wolfgang Luft 681-2276 

July 6 Pleasantview 

Meet at Bruce Trail Crossing on 
Patterson Road, Dundas. 

Leader: Barb McKean 523-8961 

July 13 Hendrie Valley 

Meet at Cherry Hill Gate parking 
lot. Plains Rd., Burlington. 
Leader: Hazel Broker 527-0333 

July 20 No Hike 

July 27 History and Trees of 
Gage Park 

Meet at parking lot off Lawrence 
Road, Hamilton. 

Leader: Lois Evans 545-8171 

August 3 Bruce Trail 

Meet at quarry on Kerns Road, 
Burlington. 

Leader: Shirley Element 

336-5433 

August 10 Berry Conservation 
Area 

Meet at Patterson Road, Dundas. 
Leader: Paul Rose 523-6029 

August 17 Dundas Marsh 

Meet at Spencer Creek on Hwy 
102, Dundas. 

Leader: Rob Dob os 

519-888-0553 

August 24 Botany in Beverly 
Swamp 

Meet at parking lot on 8th Cone, 
between Valens and Middletown 
Rd., Flaraborough. 

Leader: Anthony Goodband 

875-1579 


MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, June 13, 6:30 p.m. 

Location: RBG Nature Centre 
Old Guelph Rd. 
Dundas 

Pot Luck Supper 
and Nature Walk 

Join us for for our annual Pot 
Luck Supper which is followed by 
a short nature walk. The Club 
will supply coffee and cold drinks 
free of charge. Please bring lawn 
chairs and your own plate, cutlery 
and cup. We look forward to 
seeing you. 


UPCOMING EVENTS 

Saturday June 4 8:00 a.m. 

Nature Walkathon 
Join Team Hamilton on this 
annual environmental fund rais¬ 
ing trek through local natural 
areas. 

Contact: Don McLean 

664-8796 

Saturday June 4 10:00 a.m. 

Summer at Beamer 
Enjoy a shady walk while learn¬ 
ing some of the wildflowers and 
other plants that inhabit the 
Niagara Escarpment. Meet at 
Beamer Memorial Conservation 
Area on Ridge Rd. above 
Grimsby. 

Leader: Patricia Gilbert 

945-1907 


Saturday July 9 10:00 a.m. 

Butterflies 

Our area has a good variety of 
butterflies and Bill should locate 
plenty for us. (In the event of 
rain meet on Sunday, July 10). 
Meet at the RBG Centre on 
Plains Rd. W., Burlington, for car 
pooling and bring a lunch. 
Leader: Bill Lamond 

519-448-3854 


Commemorative 
Lapel Pin 


/ r 






V 


NW| V) 




Full Colour - $5.00 each 
Available at meetings or call 
664-8796. Proceeds go to 
upgrading of the HNC display. 


The May WOOD DUCK was 
assembled and mailed by: 

Sheila Forbes 
Jo Harschnitz 
Barbara and Ian Reid 
Doris Rundle 
Maria Sedgwick 
Jim Stollard 
Phyllis Vair 
Thanks everyone! 
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The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club promotes public interest in the study, conservation and appreciation of our 
natural heritage. Meetings are held monthly from September to May inclusive and visitors are always 
welcome. Outdoor field events are scheduled for every month and a complete listing for the entire season 
may be obtained from the Membership Director. The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club is a registered charitable 
organization and all donations above the regular membership fee are tax deductible. 

1993 Membership Fees: 


Life Member.S350.00 

Active Member. 20.00 

Active Senior Member. 17.00 

Joint Members. 30.00 

Joint Senior Members. 25.00 

Family Membership. 35.00 

Student Member. 10.00 

Corresponding Member. 15.00 

Junior Nats. 20.00 

Honorary Life Member. None 


H N C BOARD OF DIRECTORS 1993-94 


Past President: 


Conservation: 


Doug McCallum 

383-9844 

Doug Kay 

628-1072 

President: 


Sancturay: 


John Struger 

547-5116 

John Fischer Days 

336-4961 



Eves 

643-3837 

Vice-President: 


Education: 


Patricia Gilbert 

945-1907 

Lyn Hanna-Folkes 

648-1945 

Secretary: 


Program and Jr. Naturalists: 

Betty Blashill 

664-8796 

Margaret Walton 

627-7361 

Treasurer: 


Field Events: 


Brian Burgon 

648-6153 

Brian Wylie 

627-4601 

Membership: 


Publicity: 


Wolfgang Luft 

681-2276 

Roslynne Price 

681-2276 

Wood Duck Editor: 


Social: 


Jean Stollard 

634-3538 

Doris Rundle 

561-8333 


THE WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club and is produced by 
volunteer members of the Club. THE WOOD DUCK is published nine times yearly from September to 
May inclusive and it is mailed free to members. 

Contributions for publication are most welcome and should be addressed to the Editor: Jean Stollard, 
457-7 Woodview Road., Burlington ON L7N 2Z9. Articles word processed on computer disk in IBM 
format while appreciated, are not necessary. Deadline for receipt of material is the first of the month 
preceding publication date. Articles may be reprinted without permission but credit lines must be 
included. Articles in the WOOD DUCK reflect the views of the authors and are not necessarily the views 
endorsed by the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club. 

Send noteworthy bird records to: Rob Dobos, 178 Cedarbrae Ave., Waterloo, ON N2S 4L3 
The WOOD DUCK is printed on re-cycled paper. 















